
Alertness 
The horse stands alert, neck raised and nostrils dilated, eyes wide open, 
and ears held stiffly without any perceptible perturbation in the 
environment. 

Backing away The horse walks backwards at the sight of the stimulus. 

Blowing sounds 
Forceful expulsion of air through the nostrils associated with a loud 
snoring sound. 

Defecation The horse expels feces with its tail raised. 

Gaze towards the door 
The horse stands still, with elevated neck, head, and ears oriented towards 
the door. 

Glances The horse is looking at the stimulus with its eyes open. 

Immobility 
The horse is awake and stands immobile without engaging in any 
behavioral activity or attention sustained. 

Orientation of the ears Both ears are oriented toward the stimulus. 

Outward alertness 
Stands alert, neck raised and nostrils dilated, eyes wide opened and ears 
held stiffly after hearing/seeing any stimulus in the environment (except 
the visual stimulus). 

Raising head The horse stands still, with an elevated neck. 

Running away The horse trots or gallops at least 3 meters away. 

Scratching 
The horse is standing, making small repetitive movements with one part of 
its body on an object in the environment. 

Sniffing the stimulus 
objects 

The horse smells the stimulus objects with its nostrils in contact or less 
than 3cm from the surface, sometimes moving its head and neck within or 
towards the area of interest. 

Sniffing other objects 
The horse smells its environment (sand, wall, or door), with its nostrils in 
contact or less than 3cm from the surface, sometimes moving its head and 
neck within or towards the area of interest. 

Startled 
The horse makes a sudden movement (jerking, the body suddenly 
contracting) when approaching the visual stimulus or the sudden or 
auditory stimulus appears. 

Stimulus gaze 
The horse is standing with an elevated neck, the head, and ears oriented 
toward the stimulus. 

Stopping 
The horse stops moving at the sight of the stimulus or when the sudden 
stimulus appears. 

Trotting The horse moves at a trot without interaction or grazing. 

Turning around 
The horse turns away when the sudden stimulus appears or when hearing 
the auditory stimulus. 

Twitches Muscular jerks that suddenly shake the horse’s body. 

 


